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enemies. Thus the only question is one of fact, not of belief.
Did he adhere to the King's enemies ? Why, there is no denial
that the prisoner did take up arms against his country :
there is nothing else to try. ... I will, however, deal with
my friend's arguments, lest the jury think there is no answer.
If you carry your minds back to the 18th January, 1900, you
will remember the gloom that spread over the country be-
cause of our reverses. This was the moment when this gentle-
man applied to become a c burgher' and to take up arms
against this country. Admitting in his application that he
was a British subject, he voluntarily and without pressure
elected to take up arms against his country, aye, this
Empire, and his fellow-colonists. If there is no treason in
that, treason is indeed a thing of the past. My friend has said
that the prisoner was merely naturalised for Press purposes.
Must a man throw off his citizenship to obtain honour in his
profession ? And here, gentlemen, we are dealing with an
educated man. I do not believe that there is a man in the
Empire, with the smallest common sense or patriotism, who
believes that a man is entitled in the midst of a war to throw
off his allegiance and fight against his country. My friend
says that to hold otherwise would be to make the laws of
England a trap and a snare for c Colonel5 Lynch. It is diffi-
cult to treat such an argument with seriousness. I hope the
day is far distant when a jury will find that a pretext so flimsy
can cover a man's guilt. The facts are not in controversy.
The prisoner became a member of the so-called c Irish
Brigade.' He admitted that by accepting his ' colonelcy' he
lost all his emoluments as a correspondent. So short a time
does it take to turn an innocent journalist into an active
soldier, and even a full colonel, three weeks later ! Is that
adherence to the Queen's enemies ? That is what you have
to find. How can it be otherwise when the prisoner became
a colonel to fight against the Queen ? Mr. Shee has asked
whether this was not a trifling act of treason in view of the
general amnesty. But when the gentleman has gone to Sun-
day River Bridge, showing men how to shoot, ordering them
to shoot his fellow-subjects, how can one palliate or make
light of such conduct ? If this was not adherence to the